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4 May 2015 

 

The Hon Michael Ferguson 

Minister for Health 

Level 4, 111 Macquarie Street 

Hobart 

TASMANIA 7000 

 

By Email: Michael.Ferguson@dpac.tas.gov.au and onehealthsystem@dhhs.tas.gov.au 

 

Dear Minister, 

 

 I am writing to you with regard to your recently released Expose Draft of the Tasmanian 

Government White Paper, Delivering Safe and Sustainable Clinical Services. 

 

GP Assist, as you are aware, has for more than 10 years provided General Practitioners (GP) 

in Tasmania with support during the after hours period relieving them of the burden of after 

hours care for their patients. It is this burden of after hours care of that is often the reason 

GPs leave rural practice. GP Assist has improved the retention and recruitment of GPs 

particularly to rural communities. More than 85% of Tasmania’s GPs rely on GP Assist for 

support after hours, with their after hours work load having been reduced by more than 

80%. 

 

GP Assist made a submission to the Tasmanian Governments Green Paper on Health 

Reform. The paper is attached for your information. 

 

We were surprised and disappointed that the government’s Exposure White Paper failed to 

recognise the importance of GP Assist to GPs, particularly in rural and regional Tasmania. 

Whilst we understand that the paper was centred on the hospital sector, the government 

must understand that a robust primary care sector is critical to the health care of the future.  

 

The paper fails to recognise that in order for GPs to remain in practice they need relief from 

the burden of after hours care so that they can enjoy family life and remain refreshed for 

work the next day. This is critical if we are to ensure rural practice is sustained into the 

future and new GPs can be recruited and retained in communities.  
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GP Assist can play are more important role for the Tasmania health system if it is given the 

opportunity to assist public hospital emergency departments better manage GP type 

patients and to work with Ambulance Tasmania on secondary nurse and triage and field 

support for para-medics. 

  

We hope that is the final document the value of GP Assist will be recognised. I would 

encourage you to speak with general practitioners and their representative organisations in 

order to gain a better understanding of the importance of this services.  

 

If you would like to discuss this with me I can be contacted on 0488 142 033 or 

john.davis@gpat.com.au.. 

 

Thank you for considering this important matter. 

 

Regards 

 

 
Dr John Davis 
Director 


